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WOODWARD AVENUE ACTION ASSOCIATION JOINS  

 MICHIGAN HERITAGE ROUTES AND NATIONAL BYWAYS TO FORM COALITION  

TO RALLY FOR CONTINUATION OF SCENIC BYWAY FUNDING 

 

 

Royal Oak,  MI (September 19, 2011) – For the first time ever, Michigan’s 17 Heritage Routes and National 

Scenic Byways have joined forces to form a proactive, grassroots coalition that will advocate for the continuation of 

funding for the America’s Byways
®
 Program.   

 Currently the Transportation Bill, which provides funding for both Michigan Heritage Routes and the National 

Scenic Byways, is set to expire on March 31, 2012, setting the stage for a very uncertain future for the 20-year America’s 

Byways® Program.  

Michigan’s collection includes 16 Heritage Routes and three National Scenic Byways representing Michigan’s 

unique cultural, historical, scenic, environmental and tourism locales.  These cultural Heritage Routes and America’s 

Byways promote the state of Michigan to a global audience, as well as play a vital role in stimulating Michigan’s 

important travel and tourism industry.  

 The Woodward Avenue Action Association (WA3), a non-profit economic development organization 

working to preserve, enhance and promote Michigan’s iconic 27-mile Woodward Avenue, initiated the call to action and 

helped assemble the coalition, which is encouraging local residents and businesses in the metro Detroit area to contact 

their U.S. Congressman and Senators Levin and Stabenow to urge them to support a current bi-partisan proposal, entitled 

Map-21 (Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21
st
 Century), that would continue transportation funding at current levels for 

the next two years, however needs language added to the bill to continue the America’s Byways
®
 Program.  

“The National Scenic Byway designation allows us preserve and promote our state treasures, as well as create 

jobs and advance economic development, not only in urban areas like Woodward Avenue, but in Michigan’s rural 

communities too,” said Heather Carmona, WA3 Executive Director. 

The routes and byways that comprise the new Michigan Heritage Routes and America’s Byways Coalition 

include: M-1 (Woodward Avenue) Heritage Trail/All American Road; US 41, M-123, US 2, M-34, M-119, M-22, 

M-37, US-23, C-65, M-125, M-25, I-94 BR/Marshal, US12, M-15, M-179, and I-69.  

The consortium of leaders and representatives of the Michigan Heritage Routes and America’s Byways 

Coalition believe that by banning together and speaking with one voice, it can effectively leverage resources, market the 

routes and byways as one collection, and stand as a champion for this important cause.  
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The Woodward Avenue Action Association (WA3) is a non-profit collaboration of public, private, local and regional 

partners working to preserve, enhance and promote Michigan’s iconic 27-mile Woodward Avenue All-American Road 

®, one of the most significant roadways in the country.  Woodward Avenue is also a member of the prestigious National 

Scenic Byway’s Collection ®. The America’s Byway ® program is a collection of 150 distinct roadways in America 

that tell recognize roadways for intrinsic qualities and stories that can be told nowhere else in the world.  For 

membership information, call 248-288-2004 or visit WA3 online at www.woodwardavenue.org. 
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